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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As summer begins, I want to take a 
moment and thank those who have made 
the last program year so successful. Ron and 
the choir have done a great job at leading us 
in music and creating an inspiring worship 
service. Their last Sunday before their summer 
break will be Pentecost on June 9. Please join 

us that day for a grand celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the Jesus’ disciples, which began two thousand years ago and continues 
to this day. Thanks, too, to Ron, Jane, and to all of the choir for their 
work with our Musical Scholars. This year was the pilot year, and we look 
forward to developing the program further in the fall.

 In May we also celebrated our young people and their Sunday 
School teachers and youth group leaders. Thanks to all those who 
helped with teaching, with providing meals, or chaperoning youth 
outings. A revitalized Youth and Family Ministry is working on plans 
for the summer and fall, and I want to thank Laura Peretic, Tracy 
Schliep, and all who are participating. This work is important! Blessings 
on our children who will be spending the week at Diocesan Summer 
Camp, and on everyone going to Waldameer for our Annual Diocesan 
Picnic. Congratulations to this year’s St. John’s graduates, Ben Baron, 
Jacob Matta, Skylar Sakonyi, and Lily Trambley, as they start their next 
adventures!

Summer has a different rhythm, but we still have many things 
happening at St. John’s. These months can be a great time to take breath, 
enjoy some sunshine, and be grateful to God for all our wonderful 
blessings.

Peace, Adam

Holy Land Pilgrimage
St. John’s, Sharon, has been invited to participate in a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land as part of a trip with St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca, NY led by 
Iyad Qumri from January 29, 2020-February 10, 2020. This pilgrimage would 
visit a variety of Biblical and spiritual sights, as well as get a sense of the 
current situation in Israel and Palestine. High school and college students are 
encouraged to participate, and if there is interest, we will have a chaperone 
from our parish. For more information, please talk to Father Adam.

Would you like to be a Morning Munchie baker for the second half of 
2019?  If you said YES or would like to know more about this ministry, 
then please contact Laura Peretic ASAP: 330-448-2050 home; 724-931-2007 
cell. What is a Morning Munchie baker? Volunteers to provide refreshments 
for Sunday mornings (after & between services). If you prefer not to 
bake, bagels, fresh fruit, biscotti or rice krispy treats are always a welcome 
alternative. 

July/August 2019  
Newsletter Deadline:
Please have all articles for the July/August newsletter in the 
parish office by Monday, June 17. If at all possible, please 
e-mail all articles/events to the church or please type/print 
and deliver to the parish office in person. 
E-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

CHURCH RECORDS:
Marriages:

 Keely Fulford and Patrick Durisko • May 18, 2019
“Those whom God has joined together  

Let no one put asunder.” 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
St. John’s Kids wrapped up the Sunday school year by setting up two 

Bee Hotels and two Bee watering stations on the Irvine Avenue side of the 
building. The hotels are to give 
solitary bees (one that are not 
part of a hive) a safe place to 
nest.  The watering stations are 
rock and glass bead filled basins 
which allow the bees a place to 
have a drink of water without 
drowning.  This is a project 
that our Sunday School kids 
have been working on for some 
weeks, making the concrete bases, 
painting the houses and filling the 
watering trays.  Many thanks to 
Josh Herald for putting the hotels 
together for us!!  Stop outside & 
check out the kids handiwork!

Our spring work focused on the 
concept of “Tikkun Olam” - ‘Repairing the World”.  We spent time learning 
about bees, how very necessary they are to the food chain, and colony 
collapse disorder, which is killing the bees,  This led the kids to raise money 
with their Lenten Mite boxes to purchase four Bee Hives through The Heifer 
Project, and to build the hotels, which provides a helpful space for the bees.

To find out more about The Heifer Project, go to  
 https://www.heifer.org/campaign/2016/me-and-the-bees.htm 

To find out how you can help bees locally, go to  
https://extension.psu.edu/conserving-wild-bees-in-pennsylvania

We finished our last day of Sunday school by having a great day out....tacos 
for lunch, Putt-Putt with water balloons, and ice cream afterwards ending on 
a sweet note.

Please watch the newsletter and bulletins for information  
on upcoming summer events!

9 St. John’s Episcopal Church • Sharon, Pennsylvania  724.347.4501 Phone • stjohns@stjohnssharon.org • www.stjohnssharon.org 2

JOIN US FOR THE
DIOCESE OF NORTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

DIOCESAN PICNIC
Sunday, June 16, 2019

Registration: 10:00 am - 10:50 am  
(Redeem ticket for Waldameer wristband)

Service: 11:00 am 
The bishop will preach and celebrate. It is hoped and expected that those 

coming to the picnic would also attend the worship service.

Tickets are $25.00 per person  
(with a $100 maximum per immediate family), which includes food  

(following the worship service – 4:00pm – must have a wristband to eat). 
Tickets must be ordered and paid for in advance.  

Children 3 and younger are free but need to reserve a ticket.  

To purchase your tickets see Tina during the week in the  
office or see Barb Lipinski or Madge Tamber on Sundays.  

June 2nd is the last day to purchase tickets.

Ticket sales must be done in advance using only tickets that are obtained  
from the Diocese. No sale of tickets will be permitted at the park.
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

Dear friends and parishioners,

Can you believe how quickly the steamy heat 
of early summer has arrived to the Shenango 
Valley? It seems like it was just yesterday when 

folks were worried that winter would never release his icy grip and Buster 
was worried he could not get back inside fast enough after his outside 
run.  

But the trees have their full canopies of vibrant green unfurled, 
perennials and their brethren weeds are doing battle in the flower beds 
and Buster no longer feels the need to rush anywhere, unless he catches 
the scent of a groundhog! Everywhere you look, there is a deep sense of 
the passing of the old and the growth of something fresh and new.

In a similar way, I look at June and the start of Pentecost Season, or 
Ordinary Time, and mark the last few weeks of Choir season. What a 
unique year it has been with the incorporation of our Musical Scholars 
and the extraordinary infusion of energy they have brought to our 
worship!  I’m sure you join me in thanking them as we close out this year 
singing Rutter’s “For the Beauty of the Earth” and “A Clare Benediction”, 
Getty’s “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” with our own Jarred on Cello. 
Looking back, I thought that it was indeed a glorious year, enjoying our 
Christmas and Easter seasons with a rich mix of classic and contemporary 
works. I particularly enjoyed our brass quartets and percussion this year, 
but also the services where single cello or trumpet were used.

Much like putting away the Winter coats and sweaters, as I review 
our anthems and music, I look forward to programming even more new 
and unique sacred literature as we renew our Musical Scholars program 
another year.  I invite you to support this program in any way you can as 
we work together to grow our community.

June 14:   
“The Maynards” 

husband/wife duo from  
Columbus, Ohio - gospel

June 28:   
“Stormin’ Norman” 

favorite oldies

July 12:    
“Dr. Tony Rossi” 

oldies

July 26:   
“David Hamilton” 

oldies and gospel

August 9:   
“Tyler” 

contemporary  
gospel favorites

August 17:   
“Big Band Festival” 

proceeds to benefit the  
American Heart Assoc.

This will be a music filled day 
including gospel and  

well-known tunes from this era

September 13:   
“Humble Ministries” 

welcome back to Gina and Tom Toth

October 11:   
“Rick Bruening” 

storyteller and folk songs

Cana’s Corner is at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church (lounge)  
226 West State, Sharon, PA 
7-9 PM • Refreshments and 
nursery are available. 

For more information contact  
Robyn at (724) 866-3061

Upcoming Events  
at Cana’s Corner

Follow us on Facebook and let us know 
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments. 

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING 
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:

NEXT COOKING DAY: 
Thursday, June 13; 2:00 pm 

SERVING DAY:  
Saturday, June 15 

WRAP SILVERWARE & FINAL FOOD PREPARATION:  
9:00-10:00 am 

SERVING/CLEAN-UP:  
11:00 am-1:30 pm

Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us. 
Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367

And now, dear friends I’ll be looking to you to raise your voices each 
Sunday as we all make our journey through the summer months. I’ll be 
here. Do stop and say “Hello”!

Peace, Ron Gracilla, Jr.

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO ST. JOHN ’S 2019 GRADUATES

Benjamin Baron, son of Nick and 
Missy Baron, will be graduating with honors 
from Sharon High School on June 6, 2019. He 
will be attending John Carroll University in the 
fall where he plans to major in biology/pre-
medicine and play soccer. He has been accepted 
in to the Early Acceptance program at Lake Erie 
College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Jacob David Matta, son of Greg 
& Tifany Matta, grandson of Helen Glover 
graduates from Sharpsville Area High School. He 
will be attending Youngstown State University in 
the fall of 2019 and majoring in Physics

Skylar R. Sakonyi, daughter of 
Stephen & Rebecca Sakonyi, granddaughter 
of Ray & Carol Dunham was one of the 
valedictorians at Hubbard High School (May 22). Skylar was president of 

the National Honor Society, Yearbook editor, Sr. 
writer for the school paper, Majorette and many 
other clubs & activities. She is also a competitive 
dancer with The Pennsylvania Dance Company, 
Sharon. Skylar will be attending Baldwin-
Wallace University in the fall majoring in 
Graphic Design and Marketing.

Lillian Trambley graduated from Case 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland on May 19 with a degree in 
finance and accounting. She begins her new job for Eaton Corporation at 
their facility in Auburn, Indiana at the end of June. 

Would you like to know what is 
happening at St. John’s each week?
If so, please read on…

We send weekly email updates, This Week at St. John’s to those folks 
that have subscribed. This email will include Sunday’s schedule of acolytes 
and servers, as well as the date and time of events in the week following. 
We also include upcoming events. Some may think that this is a mini-
newsletter, which it almost is! Many things pop up during the week that 
isn’t included in the monthly newsletter or weekly bulletin. This is one way 
for you to stay informed, as well as checking out our FaceBook pages. 

If you do not receive this weekly email from us, but would like to, 
please email us at stjohns@stjohnssharon.org and tell us to add you to the 
weekly list. The updates will arrive to your inbox each Wednesday evening.
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